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Fresh instructions are sent to the Admiral commanding
the battle-cruiser squadron, two light cruisers and one air-
craft-carrier are to proceed to Singapore at full speed, the
squadron of big cruisers in Javanese waters is recalled to the
neighbourhood of Banka Island, there to lie in wait for the
enemy. But Admiral Mackeen is too clever to fall into any
of our traps.
From his own report it appears that after leaving the
neighbourhood of Hongkong he proceeded down the west
coast of Mindoro, in the Philippines, where he got some
information from the Americans, passed through the Straits
of Macassar and Lombok and joined the Fleet coming out
from Europe at a rendezvous to the west of Sumatra.
Further, we found out afterwards that when he passed
through the Straits of Lombok, our squadron of two 10,000-
ton cruisers and one aircraft-carrier, which had been raiding
Australia, was quite close. In view of its great disparity of
strength, it was fortunate not to be sighted.
We can sympathize with our officers and men in their
disappointment at missing this golden opportunity.
(5) J&pwts  War of Attrition
Attack off Colombo.
When war seems inevitable, but before it is declared,
Japan takes time by the forelock and sends submarines
towards the Red Sea to attack the enemy Fleet in the hope
of reducing the disparity of strength between it and her own.
Owing, however, to the difficulty of keeping in touch with
Japan, the telegram saying that war is declared is not
received until too late, and the commanding officer of one
of our submarines has the exasperating experience of seeing
the British Fleet steam by on its way east. He can do
nothing but 'set his teeth and roll up his sleeves' in impotent
rage.
After passing Sokotra, the British Fleet fights its way
east through typical Indian Ocean weather, the destroyers
and the lighter ships being tossed about like leaves. Ceylon
is sighted in the dim light before dawn, and the tired crews
heave a sigh of relief.

